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Editorial
Dr. David Bauer

This issue includes five articles that offer groundbreaking insights
into biblical material and into the teaching of inductive Bible study.
In “Inheriting the Earth: Towards a Geotheology of Matthew’s
Narrative,” Dorothy Jean Weaver employs intertextuality and narrative
criticism to demonstrate that Matt 5:5 (“blessed are the meek, for they
shall inherit the earth”) is central to the Matthean vision for the world.
Both the allusion to Ps 36:11 LXX and the connections of this verse with
the broader context of Matthew’s Gospel reveal that this well-known
beatitude points to and interprets the ultimate victory of Jesus’ disciples in
a world that at present seems to be controlled by Roman imperial power
and the enemies of the gospel.
In “The Charge of Being Deluded Interpreters of Scripture: A
Reassessment of the Importance of Chiasms in Mark 11-12,” Benson
Goh engages in careful structural analysis as well as additional contextual
considerations to demonstrate that at the center of Jesus’ attack upon
the religious leaders of Israel is the charge that they are deluded in their
interpretation of the Hebrew Scriptures. Goh’s study not only illumines
this key portion of the Gospel of Mark but also elucidates the function of
chiasms within the Second Gospel.
This issue continues the series of articles reproducing chapters of
The Pedagogy of St. Paul, by Howard Tillman Kuist. Dr. Kuist was in
many ways the successor of Wilbert Webster White as a leader within
the inductive Bible study movement in the early years. He was known
as an outstanding educator, holding professorships at such prestigious
institutions as Union Theological Seminary in Virginia and Princeton
Theological Seminary. His dual interest in the Bible and teaching came to
expression in the book we are here reproducing, a revision of his doctoral
dissertation. These two chapters actually form the heart of the book. In
“The Qualifications of St. Paul as a Teacher” Kuist engages in a sensitive
reading of both the Pauline Epistles and the Book of Acts to discern
those elements in Paul’s background, experiences, and temperament that
equipped him for his effective teaching ministry in the Church. In “St.
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Paul’s Aims as a Teacher” Kuist probes the biblical evidence to discern the
goals or objectives Paul had as a teacher, i.e., the kinds of formational effects
he intended his teaching to have. These articles offer a model of exegetical
method, provide significant insight into the life of Paul, and contribute
greatly to an understanding of the character of Christian education.
This issue concludes with an account of a personal journey in
inductive Bible study by Michael Matlock. In “Finding a Comfortable
Home in Biblical Hermeneutics: the Hospitality and Expansiveness I
found in Inductive Biblical Studies,” Dr. Matlock traces his experience in
the study of the Bible, and specifically in inductive biblical studies, from
his earliest years to his present role as a seminary professor. This article
contains more than just a personal story, as helpful as this story in itself
may be; for in the process of recalling his experiences, Dr. Matlock reflects
on methodological aspects of inductive Bible study and on the innovative
teaching of inductive Bible study.

